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GROUND BREAKING NEW WA THEATRE WINS WITH WATDI

Three ground breaking new theatre projects have been granted a total of $180,000 in the first round of the new Western Australian Theatre Development Initiative (WATDI).

An initiative of the Australia Council’s Theatre Board, WATDI is a unique devolved funding model, driven and delivered directly by the sector through a partnership between The Blue Room, PICA and ARTRAGE.

The two-year pilot program seeks to support new theatre in WA by funding companies and independents to pursue creative, risk-taking and ambitious ideas through an extended period of development.  The first three successful projects all aspire to take WA theatre into some new territories.

The inaugural WATDI funding round received an overwhelming response with over 40 applications. This field was narrowed down to ten who were interviewed and a shortlist of five was given an opportunity to further develop and refine their proposals.

The successful applicants include the pvi collective with their interactive performance consumer; Perth based Sudanese writer Afeif Ismail with a collaborative project adapting one of his original plays; and HydraPoesis with their multi-location and interactive project Prompter Live Studio.

Successful WATDI applicant, pvi collective Director Kelli McCluskey said:

‘We have been given an opportunity to develop a work that integrates new technologies within a performance. This involves starting a long-term partnership with hitlab, a world-renowned human interface research institute in New Zealand.

‘Our project will ultimately be taking audiences out of their seats, into suburbia and through the doors of their local shopping centre for a covert shopping mission using augmented reality, 3G mobile phones and embedded live performance. Kiss goodbye to your comfort zones, say hello to mobile mall theatre! We're blown away about the possibilities for new theatre practice in WA being expanded by the WATDI initiative.’

Writer Afeif Ismail, an award-winning writer from Sudan,who will be working with a team of top WA theatre and dance artists alongside recent immigrants to Perth to adapt one of his existing plays for a new Australian version that mixes cultural traditions said: 

‘I am originally Sudanese, now I am Australian. This project means to me the beginning of recognition in my new land to continue my mission as a writer and cultural ambassador. I believe diversity creates great dimension in our world. I come from a rich culture and would like to add my bit to make the multi-cultural flavour of WA. This project will help this very well, a project from African background with Arabic influence with a universal idea.’

HydraPoesis Director Sam Fox said: 

‘The work we are developing involves multiple live performance sites around Australia, unusual design elements and a unique blend of performance styles that all need to come together seamlessly. We’ve got an incredible team of WA artists, a really ambitious project, creative research consultants of the highest caliber from around the world, now we have the support to make it happen.’

The application process was very different to regular arts funding, with short-listed applicants participating in extensive discussion with a panel made up of the Directors of all three organisations, alongside former PICA Director, Professor Sarah Miller, current Head of the University of Wollongong’s School of Music and Drama, who flew back from Sydney to take part.  

- CONTINUES - 

Although at times the process was a bit grueling, this chance to talk about the proposals was seen as a positive aspect to the funding program by artists. 

‘The interview stages have definitely been the most important part of this application process for us. To discuss ideas in detail with three leading arts organisations, be challenged and questioned on aspects of the proposal and given the opportunity to debate and listen is invaluable and rare’ 

said pvi Director, Steve Bull.

Artrage Director Marcus Canning said, ’we were looking for projects that would raise the bar and push theatre in WA in new directions. All the short-listed applicants did this, but in the end it was the three projects that had the clearest and strongest development plans that got supported.’

Jansis O’Hanlon, Director of The Blue Room adds that ‘all three of these developments will add something to the local theatre sector in their own unique way.’

‘We’re excited to see where these projects will go, and believe that their innovative and ambitious natures and the extended and focused period of development that the WATDI funding allows will ensure their competitiveness on the world stage.’ said PICA Director, Amy Barrett-Lennard.
An open forum for anyone interested in Western Australia Theatre Development Initiative and its future, featuring presentations from the successful projects will be held at the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts on Monday 31 August. More information about this forum will be posted on the WATDI website watdi.org.au.

For photo and interview opportunities with the successful artists and the WATDI organisations, contact:
Georgia Malone

Communications Manager

Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts
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On 9228 6307, 0411 100 340 or communications@pica.org.au 
